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W8VWly .......................................................... 
Loam1 ............................................................ 
Springfield ........................................................ 
Riverton ......................................................... 
Lake Fork ........................................................ 
Mount Pulaskl____.___. .......................................... 
Clinton ........................................................... 

damage was a t  least $100,000. Two persons were killed 
and five injured. Considering the destruckion a t  Corn- 
land, it is remarkable that there were no more casualties. 
After leaving Cornland the path lay south of Lake Fork, 
just a t  the south edge of Mount Pulaski, through Chest- 
nut, a t  the north edge of Clinton, within 1 mile of the 
courthouse. The tornado passed through one corner of 
Le Roy, causing a loss of $100,000, including the damage 
to the high-school building; then it moved on betwe.en 
Arrowsmith and Saybrook. A number of persons were 
injured in the Le Roy school building. Two persons 
were killed near Mount Pulaski. At Chestnut it da,maged 
property $60,000, including $10,000 loss to a modern 
two-story brick school; two of the pupils were killed. 
A farmer lost his life in De Witt County. 

Perhaps the most peculiar feature of this t,ornado was 
the manner in which it just missed cities and towns 
along its course, as indkated in the table below (Table 1). 
The tri-State storm of 1925 acted in a very clifFere,nt 
manner. Had the recent storm passed through the centers 
of population listed in the table, the deaths and losses 
would have been seve.ra1 times greater. 

TABLE 1 

1,510 
462 

59,183 
1,916 

100 
1,510 
5,988 

Place 

Coil n t y 
- - 

................................. Lincoln, Mo 0 
Cdhoun ..................................... 2 
ctreene 6 
I\lacoupiu ................................... n 
hIorgan ...................................... 0 
Sangamon ................................... 4 
Loaaii ....................................... 6 

..................................... 1 ne Witt 
hicLean ..................................... n 

0 Ford 

Total .................................. 21 

...................................... 

......................................... 

Distance 
from 

(milesj 

Known Orchard Other 
Injured loss property 

-______- 
12 $1,000 $20,000 
21 15,000 35,Mw) 
23 None. 200,000 

3 4,000 ino,ocm 
4 2,500 100,Ooo 

22 6,000 183,000 
14 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  247,000 
9 1,000 ?OO,OOo 

15 10,000 210,000 
Minor. 35,000 

123 39,500 1,330,000 

.......... ~ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

2 From city limits. 
9 Pessed over part of Riserton, but struck northeast corner. 
I One mile from courthouse. 

The path of the tornado varied in width froin 200 to 
2 000 feet. I n  some parts of its course a funnel-shaped 
cloud was reported. A State official, from the sisth 
floor of the capitol building, S ~ W  a distinct funnel cloud, 
lifting from the ground a t  times. In  the suburbs of 
Sprin eld, where the path was narrow, a witness, one- 
half b P ock from the path, SEW a small funnel cloud. A t  
Buffalo Hart  and Cornland, where the path was wide, we 
could find no one who observed such a cloud. They spoke 
of boiling dark clouds, and some mentioned a cloud 
“rolling toward them.’’ In  connection with the May, 
1917, and March, 1925, tornadoes’ the writer suggested 

1 8ee MONTHLY WEATHER REVIEW, June, 1017, 45: 9.1; .\ugLlst, 1924, 52: 306; Norem 
ber, 1924, p .  542; April, 13%. 53:14.4. 

that the cloud was so close to the earth there was no room 
for the usual pendant portion. Here we have: Narrow 
path-funnel cloud; wide path-no funnel cloud. Hail 
fell in connection with the storm. 

The direction of movement was northeast 7O east, and 
there were only slight variations from that direction. 
In  part, the time of passage was secured from train dis- 
patchers, being the time t’he wires went out. It passed 
Hardin about 12:OO noon; Wrights, about 12:25 p.m., 
Waverly, 12:50 p. m.; Springfield, about 1:lO-1:15 
p. m.; Buffalo Hart, 1:27 p. m.; Cornland, 1:30 p. m.; 
Clinton, 1:55 p. m.; Sibley, about 2:30 p. m. Some 
of these times are approximate, but using those that are 
believed to be exact it is found that the average velocity of 
translation, on a direct course, was 60 or 61 miles per hour. 
The Mattoon tornado of 1917 traveled a t  40 miles per hour, 
and the great 1925 storm at  59 miles per hour. 

The storm was cont,inuous over much of its track, but 
t,here was some liftin and skipping. There were not 

Coridand trees and d6bris lay mostly to the northeast 
nnd north. In  many cases, however, they lay to the 
southeast, and this appeared to be where the damage was 
most severe. We found no trees lying in the direction 
from which the storm had come. This storm lacked the 
se.verity of the great tornado of March, 1925. At Corn- 
land we saw a 1 by 5 board driven well into a window 
casing. A private garage was entirely destroyed and 
carried away, but a new car was not moved or even 
scratc.hed; near Le Roy a barn was carried away, but the 
horses, tied to the manger, were left standing and unhurt. 
D6bris fell a t  Alexander, 10 miles to the left of the storm 
t>rack. 

The subjoined hble  (Table 2) is a statement by 
counties of the deaths, the nuniher injured, and the 
property losses. 

TABLE 2 

many evidences of esp 7 osive force. At Buffalo Hart  and 

TORNADOES I N  ARKANSAS,  1879-1926 

By HARVEY S .  COLE 
[Weather Bureau, 

aYrioPaIs 

The article presents three tables: One showing the place, date, 
and certain statistics regarding 225 tornadoes which occurred in 
Arkansas from 1879 to 1926; one showing the distribution of tor- 
nadoes by months and years; one showing the number of tornadoes 
by months from 1908 to 1926, the number of thunderstorms in 
Little Rock for the same period, and a comparison of tornadoes in 
Arkansas and thunderstornis at Little Rock. A chart showing the 
distribution of tornadoes over the State is given with arrows show- 
ing the direction of tornadoes at Fort Smith, Little Rock, Heber 
Springs, and Hot Springs. 

The chart and tables are discussed, also some of the larger fea- 
tures of topography and their probable effect on the courses and 

Little Rock, Ark.] 

distribution of tornadoes. Ibis pointed out that tornadoes usually 
form in the southeastern portion of the LOW and move northeast- 
ward; and reasons are given for the movement of some tornadoes 
in other directions and for the occurrence of tornado families. 

Records of ineteorolo ical data in Arkansas before 1879 

before t.hat date the writer has not been able to find them. 
Table 1 includes the place, date, time, width of path, 
direction from which the storm came, the number killed 
and injured, and all obtainable estimates of the value of 
the property destroyed for all tornadoes in Arkansas of 

are very scarce, and if t fi ere are any concerning tornadoes 
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which we have a re,c.ord for the years 1879 to 1926. 
Table 2 gives t'he number of tornadoes by months and 
for years, also totals a t  the bottom for the ent,ire number 
of years and for the years 1908 to 1926. Table 3 gives 
t,he tornadoes by niont.hs for the period 1908 t,o 1926, the 
number of t.hunderstorms a t  Little Rock by months for 
the same period, the number of thunderstorms per tor- 
nado, and the number of tornad0e.s per yew for e8c.h 
month of the year. 

The data for Table 1 were obtained from the Daily 
Journal a t  Little Rock, Finley's Tornado Studie,s of 
1884, Finley 's Character of 600 Tornadoes, and Climn- 
tological Data for Arkansas. The table includes a record 
of tornadoes a t  225 different towns or communities from 
1879 to 1926. In  some instances one tornado passed 
through several towns, all of which are naimd, in others 
the tornado passed through seve.ral towns or conimunities 
and only one of them is named. From 1905 to 1926 the 
record is fairly complete, but it is t,hought that before 
that time only a small portion of them we.re recorded. 
None was recorded from 188s t,o 1591 or from 1903 to 
1907. From 1879 to 1907 the average number per yettr 
was 1.1, from 1908 to 1926 it was 10.1 per year, indicating 
that the earlier record was incomplete. It is thought 
that the entire record should be used in determining 
the dist,ribution by months, but only the record from 
1908 to 1926 should be used in dehrinining the number 
per year. 

No regularity in the annual nuinber of t,ornadoes is 
found. I n  1908 there were 11; in 1909, 27; in 1910, 
none; in 1911, 2; in 1912, 11, etc. 

In  the tabulation of tornadoes by months we find the 
numbers rather large in November, March, and April 
and June, sinall in the remaining months. The greatjest 
number for any month for the 48-year period is 53 in 
March, 51 being reporte,d in April, 45 in November, and - -  
39 for June. 

It is evide.nt from Table 3 that the number of tornadoes 
for the different months does not vary as the number of 
thunderstorms a t  Little Rock.' Tornadoes are frequent 
from February to June, few in ot,he.r mont,lis; thunder- 
storms are frequent from March to September. Thun- 
derstorms nearly always occ.ur with tornadoes, but' tor- 
nadoes are rare froin July bo October, while thunder- 
storms are more freqmnt in July than in any other 
month, the numbers being large for the other three 
months. The number of t,orna.does in Arkansas and the 
number of thunderstorms a t  Little Rock for hlarch 
and April were chart,e.d for the years 190s to 1936 and 
lines drawn through the doh.  A decided d a t i o n  was 
found, t8he 1ine.s nearly always rising a.nd falling hogether. 
There were six yea.rs from 190s t,o 1936 wibh no bornadoes 
in these months, the number of t~liunderstorms being 
less than the average in five of t,liem. Six of the seven 
years having more than t,he average number of t,ornadoes 
had more than the avera.ge number of thunderstmornis. 

The places a t  which t,ornadoes have been report'ed 
from 1879 to 1926 have bee,n represented as nearly as 
practicable by dots on a map of Arka.nsas in Figure 1, 
two or more dots being placed near together when two 
or more tornadoes were report'ed a t  the same place.. I n  
places where a tornado t,raveled a long distance a line 
has been drawn. 

We find that more tornadoes have been re.portec1 in 
the more densely populated sections than elsewhere. 
There are three rather large are.as with few dots, one in 
the northern mountainous portion, one in the mountains 
south of the Arkansas River, and one in the level portion 

1 This is true for the southern and southeastern States in general.-Ed. 

in the southeast. All of these areas are sparsely popu- 
lated. The low, level area east of the highlands from 
the Arkansas Valley northward is well covered with dota 
For the lack of reports of tornadoes farther south there 
seems to be no reason except the lack of population. 

Four clots appear a t  Fort Smith and Little Rock, three 
a t  Heber Springs, Hot Springs, Jonesboro, Ozark, Piney, 
Stuttgart, and Tesarkana. Fort Smith is west of the 
Ozarks, Little Rock just east of the foothills. Heber 
Springs, Hot Springs, Ozark, and Piney are in the moun- 
tains, Jonesboro, Stuttgart, and Tesarkana are in the 
lowlands where contour cnn have no effect. Six of the 
places having three or inore tornadoes are in the moun- 
tains or the edge of the foothills; only three in level 
country. 

Arrows have been drawn to indicate the direction of 
the paths of four tormadoes a t  Little Rock, in Figure 1.  
The tornado of October 3, 1894, moved directly from the 
west through the business section. The other three 
moved from the southwest,, the ones of June 5, 1916, and 
hlay 14, 1033, being about 4 miles west of the business 
district, the one of Deceiiiber 8, lSS5, about 2% miles 
west. The storms of 1916 and 1923 were so near each 
other that they overlapped throughout most of their 
length. As nearly as we can learn all of these storms 
stopped near the river bank, this being the only indica- 
tion of the effect of contour on the courses of the storms. 

Arrows have been drawn in Figure 1 showing the direc- 
tion of the paths of four tornadoes at  Fort Smith. The 
one of June 37, 1879, came from the northwest, passing 
through the business district. The tornadoes of Jan- 
uary 12, lS9S, May 28, 1924, and April 23, 1926, came 
from the west, two of them passing through the business 
district, the third through the northern edge of the city, 
3 miles from the husiness center. Tornadoes in Arkansas 
and OHahoma nearly always move from southwest to 
northeast, but three of those at  Fort Smith are from the 
west and one from the northwest. I n  this connection 
attention is called to the fact that the prevailing winds at  
Fort Smith are from the east throughout the year. At. 
nearly all stations in Arkansas the prevailing winds are 
from sonie southerly direction during the warmer months, 
from the north or northwest during the remainder of the 
gear. I t  is pretty well established by Mr. T. G. Shipman 
and others that the unusual direction of the wind a t  Fort 
Smith is due to contour-not the little local hills, but to 
Boston Mountain to the north, and passes between 
Mount hlagnzine and other mountains to the south and 
east. Boston hlountain extends nearly east and west 
for nearly 100 miles. It rises abruptly just north of the 
Arkmsas River to t i n  elevation of 2,000 feet or more 
throughout nearly its length, forming an abrupt barrier 
to southerly winds. Many more dots are found to the 
south and around the east and west ends of this mouptain 
than just north of it, indicating that the mountain has 
some efiect on the courses of the tornadoes. 

Arrows in Figure 1 indicate the direction of three tor- 
nadoes at  Heber Springs. All of these came from the 
west-southwest, each one coming slightly nearer the 
business district, the paths of the three overlapping each 
other. Their direction is not quite the sanie as that of 
most tornadoes in Arkansas, and the one of November 
25, 1026, changed its course slightly, as it came from 
Greenbrier, due southwest of Heber Springs. The three 
storms passed over nearly the same spot in 17 years, 
moving in nearly the same direction. It is thought that 
currents from the southwest striking a sharp ridge like 
Boston Mountain would be deflected toward the east, 
the current% up to 2,000 feet or more being affected. 
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FIG. 1.-Tornadoes in Arkansas, 1870-1926 

Key numbers for tornado tracks: 
1 Tornadoes Little Rock December E 1885 October IS94 June 5 1916, and May 14. 
2: Tornadoes: Fort Smjth: July 7, 1894: Jan'Aary 12. l&, hiay ?E. i9. U , May 23, 1 9 3 .  
3. Tornadoes Hot Springs November 25 1915 June 5 l9lfi and September 9 1921. 
4. Tornadoes: Heber Springs, April 29, le'Oe, JAne 6. i616. a i d  Novemher 25, lb26. 
5. Tornado, McCreanor to Waldenberg, February 23, 190% 
fi. Tornado, Malvern to Galloway, March E, 1908. 
7. Tornado, Mineola, Ter., to Mount Pisga Settlement. Ark., April 17, 1931. 
8. Tornadoes Belleville to Mars Hlll Greenbrier to Heber Springs. and Jessierille to 
9. Tornado, l h l a  to Des Arc, December 26, 1916. 

10. Tornado, Ivlickles to Piney. April 18, 1920. 

I?%. 

Oreenbrier. No wernber 35, 19?6. 

This would probably deflect tornadoes somewhat to the 
east of the courses they would otherwise have followed. 
Dots are much more numerous just east, south, and west 
of Boston Mountain than they are north of it, which 
seems to bear out this opinion. It is probable, however, 
that Heber Springs is in no more dange,r of being in the 
path of a tornado than any other town in that section of 
the country. 

Arrows in Figure 1 also represent the paths of three 
tornadoes a t  Hot Springs. The one of November 25, 

1915, came from a litt,le west of south. It was a severe 
storm, doing great damage. Two men stood on North 
hlountain and watched it moving up the valley toward 
Hot Springs. The balloon-shaped cloud moved steadily 
forward to the edge of town, the ropelike spout swaying 
from side to side as it approached. After reaching the 
edge of town it changed its course a little more toward 
t,he northeast. It crossed a series of ridges and ravines. 
As it moved up the side of a ravine the lower end of the 
spout was ground off, but i t  built downward as it moved 
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down the next slope, reaching the ground again 8,s it 
started up the next; this was repeated several times. 
When the spout reached the ground the debris would 
fly, when it started down the nest slope the debris would 
fall out, but little da,mage was done until it started up 
the next slope. The same was noted in the storm at  
Heber Springs of November 25, 1926. A dwelling stood 
in a ravine across whic,h the tornado passed. The uppe.r 

ortion of the house was entirely destroyed, but the P ower story was left st'ancling nearly intact. The tornado 
at Hot Springs may have changed it)s c.ourse because of 
the mountains in front of it,, but it c,rossed Indian Moun- 
tain a few miles northe,ast of Hot Springs. The sbornis 
of June ,5, 1916, and September 29, 1924, were from the 
southwest and passed throngh the central portion of the 
town, but they were small, doing but little damage,. 

The direckion of niorement of 123 t,ornadoes is give.n 
in Table 1. One hundred and two of t'hese were from 
the southwest, 13 from t,he west, 4 from t,he northwest, 
2 from the south, 1 froin t.he north, and 1 from the nort,h- 
east, the only directions not, represented being the east 
and sout,heast. The numbers of tornadoes froin t,he 
different directions as shown in the chart,s in the, mnual 
report of the chief of the bureau seem to have nearly the 
same distribution. 

Tornadoes are nearly always formed in t'he sout8heastern 
quadrant of the LOW and follow courses slightly to the 
right of the isobars. Several tornadoe,s f recpnt ly  form 
along the edge of the cold current that causes t'hem. The 
current follows the isobars, hut t'he eastward movement 
of the LOW gives them a northeastward movement' wit,li 
parallel paths, thus forming t,ornado grou s or families. 
Thus tornadoes were report,ed in five locafkes on April 
18, 1880, in 11 on November 23, 1908, in 13 on March 
8, 1909, in 7 on April 29, 1909, in 12 on hlarch 20, 1913, 
in 34 on June 5, 1916, and in 27 on November 25, 1926. 
The cold currents conie far e,nough south to cause torna- 
does in Arkansas from November to June, but very few 
have been recorded in other months. As the season 
advances and t,he courses of HIGHS m d  LOWS move north- 
ward; the area of t)ornaclo ac.t,ivity also nioves nort8hwnrd. 

The approximate t h e  of 0cciirronc.e is given for 140 
of the t,ornadoe,s in Tahle 1. One hundred and seven of 

TABLE 1.-Tornadocs and tornado 

these occurred from noon to midnight, 30 from midnight 
to noon, and 69 from3:OO p. m. to8:OO p. m. From 6:OO 
p. in. to S:OO p. m. seems to be the time of greatest fre- 
quency, 38 being recorded in those two hours, 35 being 
reported from 5:OO p. m. to 7:OO p. m., 31 from4:OO p. m. 
to 6 :OO p. m., and 25 from 3:OO p. m. to 5 : O O  p. m. 

The number of persons killed in Arkansas by tornadoes 
in the past, 48 years as shown in the table is 549, or 11.4 
per year. The number reported injured in that time was 
2,246, and the value of the property destroyed over 
$6,000,000. A glance a t  the table will show that these 
numbers are probably far  short of what actually occurred, 
especially the number of injured and the value of property 
destroyed. 

The average width of the paths reported is about 630 
feet. Their lengths can not be determined with any 
certainty from the few reported, but they seem to be 
usually only a few miles long. In tornado groups, several 
storms doubtless form near the same time, one northeast 
of the other. If is likely that the ones that form first 
die out first, the later ones successively increasing and 
then decreasing in intensity. This would give them such 
a distribution as we find in the storms of June 5, 1916, and 
November 25, 1926. 

CONCLUSIONS 

The distribution of tornadoes in Arkansas appears to 
be rather even escept on the northern side of the higher 
mountains, where few have been reported. 

Small feat'ures of topography offer some protection to 
buildings when located behind hills or in ravines across 
which the tornado passes. Protection should be a ainst 

should be taken in November and March to June. 
Large topographic features, such as mountains rising 
abruptly 1,000 feet or more in front of tornadoes, seem 
to divert their courses. 

It is thought8 that one small town is no more apt, to 
be in the path of a tornado than any ot'her in that general 
section of the country, but that towns north of Boston 
Mountain are not as apt to be in t'he path of such a storm 
RS towns east, sout,h, and west of that mountain. 

storms coming from the southwest or west. Specia 5 cam 

groups in Arkansas,  1879-1966 

Flncc 1 I)ate 1 Hour 1 Width 1 From- 1 Killed I Injured I Damage 

Several houses. 
$1oo,ooo. 
orcat damage. 
18 houses destroyed. 

Town partly destroyed. 

$ZZ,OOO. 
$50.000. 

Several buildings. 
$350. 
Destructive. 
Much damage. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

$15O,Mw). 
Much damage. 
$50,000. 
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TABLE 1 .-Tornadoes and tornado groups i n  Arkansas, 1878-19d6-Continued 

APRIL, 1927 

I .  

Place 1 Date I Hour I Widbh From- Killed --I- 

3 
18 

2 

0 

1 

1 

3 

1 
1 

10 
0 
0 
1 
4 
1 
0 
1 
2 
0 
0 
0 
5 
1 
0 
1 
0 
4 
4 

30 
4 
1 
9 
0 
1 
0 
3 
1 
5 
0 
8 
5 
4 

0 
0 

17 
8 

a 

Injured Damage 

$lOO,cQO. 

$20 000 
$30'000: 
$5 600. 
t l b  000 
$10h,300. 

m,m. 

.$30,000. 

$178,000. 

$30,000. 

t100,MX). 

Considerable. 

seo,000. 

84,000. 

$111,000. 

$16,000. 

$25,000. 
%300,000. 

$25,000. 

$500. 
$10,000. 

$8. 000. 
%, OOD. 
$15.000. 
$1 , !30 .  

$20 000. 
:;era1 buildings. 

6 .  

$5:000. 

0. 3 and crops. 

0,000. 
$5 000. 

$22,wo. 
$5,000. 
$8.000. 

$2,000. 

$6.000. 
Blight. 
$100,000. 
Much damage. 

B 
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TABLE l.-!i'ornadoes and tornado groups in Arkansas, 1879-1966-Continued 

Place 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
2:30p. m _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  300 
6:30 p. m _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  ~ 

Midnight __.______ ~ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
3 p .  m-_.--....... ?00 
4:50p. m __._______ _____.___ 

_ _  
2:30 p. m _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
11 p. m _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
8 p.m----.-.---.. 
5 p . m  --.-....-... 
7:30 p. m __._.._ - __ I__  

._________________._  ._-__-___ 
5:15 p. m _________. 300 
5:30 p. m ____...___ 1.200 
5:ZOp. m ______.___ 200 
9:30 p. m _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  300 
5:15 p. m _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  300 

300 
4 4 5  p. m _____..... 300 
Rp. m __.._._.____ 180 

From- Killed -4- 1 
1 
6 

12 

0 
0 
2 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
2 
4 
2 

18 
0 

51 
5 

._-- 

Damage 

W,OOo. 
$15 O0O 

$4 000. 

$32 000. 

Slihht. 
$3.O0O. 
$4,O0O. 
All crops. 
Slight. 
%-3O.M)[). 

873:oOo' 

$2:500. 

$40'000. 

%8O,O0O. 

$lO,oOo. 
$lO,O0O. 
Few houses. 

612.500. 

$2o,O0O. 
$15o,ooo. 
52,OOo. 
s,ooo. 
$15,000. 
Slight. 
Mo,000. 
s.OO0. 
Sllght. 
$70 000. 
Se&al thousand. 
87,Mx). 
825 000 
Hah, $lioo,000. 
$25,000. 
tl00,ooo. ' 
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TABLE 2.-Adonthly numbers of tornadoes in Arkansas, 1879 to 1916, 
with annual totals 

TABLE 2.--lldonthly numbers of tornadoes in  Arkaiisaa, 1879 to 1926, 
with annual totals-Continued 

1918 

1919 
1920 
1!.21 ..................... 
]y".' 

1923 
19% 

.'-........... 

.......................... 9 1 .................................... 1 0  

..................... 1 3 ......................................... 4 

.......................... 1 ......................................... 1 
1 6 .................... 1 ..... 2 1 11 

2 ..... 5 7 

............................... 2 1 ..... .._._I ................. 3 

.......................... 1 2  ............... 1 .......... 1 5  

! .............................................. 

TABLE 3.-Tornadoes i n  Arkansas and thiinderstorms i n  Little Rock, 
1908 to 1926 

0 
179 

.... 
0 

__-_-_ 
2 2 0 4 3  5 

154 93 44 41 25 

i i . 0 4 6 . 5  .... 1.0 5.G 
.ll . l l  02.26 . 26  

Nnmhrr of tornadoes ........... 2 
Nnnihcr of thiin,lerstorms ...... 26 
Nnmbrr of thundrrstorms per 

tornado ...................... 13 0 
Number of tornadoes per sear.. . 11 

THE ROCKSPRINGS, TEXAS, TORNADO, APRIL 12. 1927 

By J. H. JARBOE 
[Weather Bureau, San Antonio, Tex., $pr. 20, 19271 

_ _ - _ _  
8 43 40 9 38 

47 88 134 123 176 

5.R 2 I 3.4 13.5 4 6 
. 4 ?  2.26 2. 11 . 4 i  2 M 

I I I I I I  

The low-pressure area that  passed over Texas from 
April 11 to 13 caused a11 unusual number of dest,rucbive 
storms. Reports of lives lost and property clamaged 
ranged from Del Rio to Te,snrkana, across a sectmion of 
Texas seldom visited by tornadoes. The storni t,liat oc- 
curred in Edwards and Real Count'ies on April 13,.prob- 
ably surpassed any previous record for this sectmion of 
Texas. 

This tornado first made its appearance on the Edwards 
Plateau, in the north-ce,nt,ral portion of Edwards County, 
where it hit and prachically destroyed the town of Rock- 
springs, taking a toll of i 2  1ive.s and injuring 300 more. 
About 235 residence and business buildings were cle- 
stroyed, and property damage arnounted to $1,230,000. 
But 12 houses were left standing arid 6 of bliese were 
badly damaged. 

The path of the tornado was first observe,d 3 miles 
north of Rocksprings. It moved sout,heastward, passing 
directly over the town, with a de,structive diaine,ter 
ranging from seven-eighths to 156 miles in width, and 
about 8 miles long. It appare.ntly jumped a hilly 
broken section of 25 miles and came t,o eart,h again in the 
south-central portion of Real County, passed near 
Leakey, where two people we.re killed and five injured. 
Here the pat,h had narrowed to about one,-fifth of a mile. 
Still moving southeast,ward, it nest hit about 15 miles 
fa ther  on, near Utopia, in bhe northeast, portion of 
Uvalde County, w-here several buildings were blown down, 
but as far as known no one was se,riously injured. 

The path of this storm is about 65 miles in length. 
Just how many miles of this distance that the tornado 
was sweeping the ground will never be known. I t  passed 
over a very sparsely settled section of the State, most of 

its course being ove,r rock hills with little vegetation. 
Houses are many iiiilcs apart and roads are few. 

On April 19, nn attempt was made to follow and map 
the path of the tornado from an airplane. In  some ways 
t,liis was disappointing. The first indic,ations of the 
storni were seen 3 iniles north of Roclisprings, where all 
trees were down; the path passed directly over the town, 
continued southeast for 5 d e s  beyond, approsimately 8 
niiles in all, and then it was lost in rock hills. 

The count)erclockwise whirl of the wind-tossed debris 
made the air view one of unusual interest from a nieteoro- 
logical st,andpoint. Numbers of trees fell t'o the south 
arid southeast, others fell to the east, and a few fell t'o 
the northeast snd north. A rough estimate made while 
circ.ling 2,500 feet above the tornado path indicated that 
TO per cent fell to the south and southeast, 20 per cent 
fell to t,he east, and 10 per cent to the northeast and 
nort,h. DBbris from isolated houses on the south side of 
the town were strewn in a wide arc t'hat curved counter- 
clockwise. The town site of nearly a square mile re- 
waled grim evidence of the terrific. force of the tornado. 
Tangled wreckage was piled around the 1arge.r builclings, 
while acre,s of ground where 1ighte.r buildings stood were 
swept bare. 

The path of t'he storm was followed with difficulty 
where trees were small and scattemd, and it was entirely 
lost 5 miles southeast of Rocksprings, nor could any evi- 
denc.e be found that it came to earth between Roclisprings 
and the dry canyon of t8he Frio Rive.r. No attempt was 
made to map the storm path from Leakey to Utopia, 
but reliable information indicates that the path was 16 
miles long and 200 to 300 yards wide. 


